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Applications will be available for Pulaski County’s
CAIP to assist farmers in making important on-farm
investments.

Application Period:
February 17 - March 10", 2023
No applications will be accepted after March 10, 2023.

Application Availability:
Pulaski County Conservation District Q
Monday — Friday (8 a.m. — 4:30 p.m.)

For More Information: -
Contact Samantha Hail at 606-678-4842 ext.3 or
email Samantha.Hail@ky.nacdnet.net P

All applications are scored, based on the scoring criteria set
by the Kentucky Agricultural Development Board.

CAIP SIGN UPS ARENOW!
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Know someone who isn't
getting this newsletter???

$can this code to
sign up for our
newsletter!



Lake Cumberland Area
Forage Series

Weed Control in Forage Stands - Dr. JD Green
January 26th, 2023
6:00pm CST
Russell County Extension Office
Russell Springs, KY

Maintaining Fertility on Forage Stands - Dr. Chr’  “eutsc.
February 16th, 2023
6:00pm EST
Hal Rogare P-~ '™ To-iving Center

Somerset, KY

Forage Establishment - Dr. Ray Smith
March 14th, 2023
6:00 PM EST

Somerset Community College (McCreary Campus)
Whitley City, KY

Optimizing Forage Quality During Harvest- Dr. Jimmy Henning
April 3rd, 2023
6:00pm EST
Casey County Extension Office
Liberty, KY

']Inl:l.\, . ! : : u_wlll.

Attendees must RSVP to your County Agriculture Extension Agent.

DLEASE RSVP AT
606-679-636
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Now Is The Time To Seed Clover

e Get a soil test; our office offers the use of soil probes, soil
sample bags and 25 free soil test a year- if the property is
with-in Pulaski County.

e Make adjustments per soil test result recommendations

e When frost seeding, ensure seed gets to bare soil



Rolling Out Revenue Based Disaster and Pandemic
Assistance Programs

Starting Jan 23, agricultural producers can begin to apply for two new important programs for
revenue losses, from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic. Both programs
equitably fill gaps in earlier assistance.

First, you may be eligible for assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two if
you experienced revenue losses from eligible natural disasters in 2020 and 2021. ERP Phase Two is
for producers who didn’t receive assistance from ERP Phase One.

You may also be eligible for the Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP) if you experienced
revenue losses in calendar year 2020. PARP is addressing gaps in previous pandemic assistance,
which was targeted at price loss or lack of market access, rather than overall revenue losses.

Applications for both new programs are due June 2, 2023, and you can apply for both programs
during your same appointment with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA).

Historically, FSA programs have been designed to make direct payments to producers based on a
single disaster event or for a single commodity loss. For many of you, this may be the first revenue-
based program that you’ve applied for with FSA.

Historically, FSA programs have been designed to make direct payments to producers based on a
single disaster event or for a single commodity loss. For many of you, this may be the first revenue-
based program that you’ve applied for with FSA.

Why revenue-based programs?

ERP Phase Two and PARP take a much more holistic approach to disaster assistance, ensuring that
producers not just make it through a single growing season but have the financial stability to invest
in the long-term well-being of their operations and employees.

In general, ERP Phase Two payments are based on the difference in allowable gross revenue
between a benchmark year, representing a typical year of revenue for the producer and the disaster
year — designed to target the remaining needs of producers impacted by qualifying natural disasters
and avoid duplicative payments. ERP Phase Two revenue loss is based on tax years.

For PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming during at least part
of the 2020 calendar year and had a decrease in revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared
to a typical year. PARP revenue loss is based on calendar years.
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How to Apply.
In preparation for enrollment, producers should gather supporting documentation including:

* Schedule F (Form 1040); and
* Profit or Loss from Farmingor similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021 and
2022 for ERP and for calendar years 2018, 2019 and 2020 for PARP.

Producers should also have, or be prepared to have, the following forms on file for both ERP and
PARP program participation:

* Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet (as applicable to the program participant);

* Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Planfor an individual or legal entity;

* Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable); and

* Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation (HELC) and Wetland Conservation (W()
Certification.

* Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and Veteran Farmer or
Rancher Certification, as certain existing permanent and ad-hoc disaster programs provide
increased benefits or reduced fees and premiums.

Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will Llikely
have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to confirm should
contact FSA at their local USDA Service Center.
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KENTUCKY WOMEN
IN AGRICIIITIIRE

f
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2023 College Scholarship Application Now Available
Deadline June 30, 2023

In keeping with the mission to empower women in agriculture through education,
involvement, and action, the Kentucky Women in Agriculture organization offers a
scholarship for women who are full-time students entering their junior year in college
through graduate school. Scholarship applicants must demonstrate the degree they are
seeking relates to agriculture, demonstrate need, and be enrolled as a full-time student.
Katie Fortney is studying at the University Of Kentucky and was one of the 2022 KWIA College
Scholarship Recipients. The 2023 College Scholarship application packet is available by

visiting the KWIA website:
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Strategies for Reclaiming
Hay Feeding Areas

Chris D. Teutsch and Kelly M. Mercier, Plant and Soil Sciences

University of Kentucky

College of Agriculture,
Food and Environment

= Cooperative Extension Service

oof damage from livestock during

the winter months can result in
almost complete disturbance of desired
vegetation and soil structure in and
around hay feeding areas. Even well-
designed hay feeding pads will have
significant damage at the edges where
animals enter and leave. Highly disturbed
areas create perfect growing conditions
for summer annual weeds like spiny
pigweed and cocklebur. Weed growth is
stimulated by lack of competition from
a healthy and vigorous sod and the high
fertility from the concentrated area of
dung, urine,and rotting hay. The objective
of this publication is to outline strategies
for rapidly establishing stands of desirable
forage species on these areas. Regard-
less of the reclamation strategy that is
employed, it is important to create an
environment that will allow seeds to ger-
minate quickly and uniformly, resulting
in rapid canopy closure. The best defense
againstsummer annual weeds is covering
the soil with a desirable forage species.
Desirable cover inhibits weed seeds from
germinating and allows the desirable for-
age to actively compete with weeds that
have already germinated. Creating this
environment starts with making sure
that soil fertilityis in the medium to high
range, soil pH is 6.0 fo 6.4, and preparing
a fine, but firm, seedbed.

Soil test and adjusting fertility, Damaged
areas should be soil tested, and lime and
fertilizer applied as needed. In mostcases,
fertility will be high in hay feeding areas
due to high concentrations of dung, urine,
and rotting organic material. However, a
soil test willallow you to confirm nutrient
levels and soil pH and determine if lime
and fertilizer are needed.

Reseeding damaged sods. In most cases,
hay feeding areas will need complete
renovation. After hay feeding is com-
pleted and cattle have been moved onto
pastures, reclaiming these areas can be-
gin. In most cases, these areas will need
to be harrowed to smooth and level. The

Figure 1. Excessive rainfall and high
livestock concentration in and around hay
feeding areas can result in almost complete
disturbance.

goalshould be to produce a fine, but firm,
seedbed that will enhance soil-to-seed
contact, which is essential for rapid ger-
mination and uniform emergence of the
seeded forage crop. A general rule is that
ifyouwalk acrossa prepared seedbed and
sinkin past the sole of your shoe, it needs
to be refirmed by cultipacking or waiting
for a rain prior to seeding.

STRATEGY 1:
Planting Cool-season
Grasses and Legumes

The first strategy is to seed cool-
season grasses or a mixture of grasses
and legumes in the spring. While this is
commonly done, results are usually less
than spectacular in most years. Seedings
are normally delayed until late spring or
early summer. Consequently, seedlings
do not have adequate time to develop a
large enough root system to sustain them
through a hot, and often dry, summer.
Thesecond reason is that summer annual
weed pressure is usually very high. Sum-
mer annuals weeds like foxtail, crabgrass,
goosegrass, spiny pigweed, cocklebur, and
others actively compete with cool-season
seedlings for light and water, often caus-
ing stand failures.

If a spring planting of cool-season
grasses and legumes is attempted, there

Key Points

+ Re-establishing desirable and
productive forage species can su-
press weed growth and provide
high quality grazing or stored
feed.

Correct soil fertility and pH as
needed and prepare a fine, but
firm, seedbed.

Use the high end of seeding rates
and control broadleaf weeds.

Strategy 1: Plant adapted cool-
season perennial grasses in early
to mid-March

+ Plant no deeper than a half-inch
in two directions using the high
end of seeding rates.

- Delay planting legumes until
the following winter to allow
use of broadleaf herbicides.

- Clip or flash graze to reduce
weed competition.

Strategy 2: Plant adapted warm-
season annual grasses in late-
spring once soil is 60°F.

- Graze crabgrass at 6-8 inches
and all other tall-growing sum-
mer annuals at 18-24 inches.

- Apply 60 |b. N/A at seeding
and 40-60 |b. N/A after each
harvest/grazing, except for the
last.

- Kill summer annual pasture and
any weeds with non-selective
herbicide and no-till peren-
nial cool-season forages in late
summer-early fall.

.

.

.

are several things that can be done to
enhance, but by no means guarantee,
success. These are listed below.

Plant adapted forage species. Plant forages
thatare well adapted to Kentuckyand the
soils and drainage found on your farm.
Tall fescue, red clover, and ladino clover
are, by far, the best adapted and most
versatile forage species for pastures in
the Commonwealth. Other cool-season
perennial grasses that could be included
in a mixture include orchardgrass, Ken-
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tucky bluegrass, and perennial ryegrass
{Table 1). If this area will be used for hay
feeding again, then investment in novel
endophyte tall fescue varieties is not rec-
ommended. More information on forage
species that are adapted to Kentucky can
be found in AGR-18: Grain and Forage
Crop Guide for Kentucky. Information on
the best adapted varieties for Kentucky
can be found on the University of Ken-
tucky Forages webpage.

Consider leaving leqgumes out of the mix.
While legumes are an important part of
grassland ecosystems, herbicide options
for controlling weeds in grass-legume
mixtures are limited. Leaving legumes
out will allow you to apply selective
herbicides to control broadleaf summer
annual weeds. For specific herbicide
recommendation, vou can visit with your
local Extension agent.

Use the high end of therecommended seed-
ing rate, Seeding rates are normally given
as a range (Table 1). For spring seedings,
make sure and use the high end of this
range. Rapid canopy closure is critical to
suppressing summer annual weeds.

Plant as early as possible. Spring seeded
cool-season forages should be planted
starting in early to mid-March. Early
plantings will have more time to emerge
and form a canopy that can shade sum-
mer annuals weeds. Early planted grass
seedlings will also have additional time to
develop a root systern that can sustainthe
new planting during the summer months.

Plantintwodirections. [fdrilling, cut seed-
ing rates in half and plant in two direc-
tions. This will aid in obtaining quicker
canopy closure, helping to reduce the
germination of weed seeds.

Check seeding depth. Small seeded cool-
season forages should not be planted
deeper than a half-inch. Make sure to
check and recheck vour seeding depth.
Seeding deeperthan a half-inch will delay
emergence, result inunevenstands, and in
many cases cause complete stand failure.

Control broadleaf weeds in cool-season
grasses, Once seedlings have four collared
leaves, some herbicides can beapplied. Al-
ways consult and follow label directions.
For the most up to date information on
using herbicides on newseedings, contact
vour local Extension agent.

Clip or flash graze new stands. Summer
annual weeds compete very aggressively
for light, water, and nutrients with cool-
season grass seedlings. [f not controlled,
plantings will likely fail. The most effec-
tive control of competition is to flash
graze paddocks before weeds get well
established. Flash grazing isaccomplished
by placing a large number of animals in
small areas for a short period oftime. This
reduces selective grazing and increases
grazing uniformity.

STRATEGY 2:
Planting Warm-season
Annual Grasses

The second strategy involves planting
a summer annual grass in late spring or
eatly summer. This strategy has a much
higher probability of success than planting
cool season grasses in late spring Sum-
mer annual grasses, especially sorghum-
sudangrass or sudangrass, have very rapid
emergence and canopy closure. This will
prevent summer annuals weeds from ger-
minating and provide forage for grazing
or harvesting during the summer months
(Figure 2). Perennial cool-season grasses
can then be reseeded under more ideal
conditions inlate summer or early fall

If summer annuals grasses are used,
there are several things that can be done
toenhance success. Thesearelisted below.

Plantadapted summer annuals species. Al-
ways plant forages that are well adapted to
Kentucky and the soilsand conditions on
your farm. Summer annuals that can be
used to reclaim hay feeding areas include
sudangrass, sorghum-sudangrass, peatl
millet, and crabgrass. These species are
described below and more information
on their establishment and management
can be found in the corresponding links.

Sudangrass is a rapidly growing annual
grassof thesorghum family. It is medium
vielding and well suited for grazing
(Figure 3). Sudangrass regrows quickly
after harvest and can be grazed several
times during summer and eatly fall. This
grass is better suited for hay production
because it has finer stems, especially at
high seeding rates. For more information,
see AGR-234: Sudangrass and Sorghm-
sudangrass Hybrids.

Table 1. Seeding rates for perennial cool-
season forage species planted aloneorina
mixture.

Seeding Rate (Ib/A)

Species Alone |In a Mixture
|Tall fescue 20-25 10-15
\Orchardgrass 15-20 6-8
Perennial ryegrass | 20-25 10
Kentucky Bluegrass | NR! 4-6

Red clover? NR 6-8
|White clover? NR | 1-2

I MR, not recommended
2 Do NOT include red and white clover if herbi-
cides will be used to control broadleaf weeds.

Sorghum-sudangrass hybrids are
developed by crossing sorghum with true
sudangrass. The result is a tall growing
annual grass that resembles sudangrass,
but has larger stems, taller growth habit,
and higher yields. Like sudangrass,
hybrids will regrow after grazing if
growth is not limited by environmental
factors. The larger diameter stems are
difficult to cure as dry hay. Therefore,
these grasses are best utilized for grazing,
chopped silage, and baleage. For more
information, see AGR-234: Sudangrass
and Sorghumi-sudangrass Hybrids.

Pearl millet is not related to foxtail millet
and is higher yielding. It will regrow
after harvest, does not have prussic acid
potential, and is not a host of the sugar
cane aphid (Figure 4). Dwarf varieties
are available which are leafier and
better suited for grazing. Pearl millet
is better adapted to more acid soils
and soils with a lower water holding
capacity than sorghum, sudangrass or
sorghum-sudangrass hybrids. For more
information, see AGR-231: Pearl Millet.

Crabgrass is sometimes considered a
weed, but possesses significant potential
for supplying high quality summer
forage (Figure 5). Crabgrass does not
have prussic acid potential and is a poor
host for the sugarcane aphid. Crabgrass
is the general term for many Digitaria
species and is well adapted to Kentucky,
highly palatable, a prolific reseeder,
and is best utilized by grazing. Planting
an improved variety of crabgrass is
recommended because the production
of naturally occurring ecotypes varies
greatly. For more information, see AGR-
232: Crabgrass.



Figure 2. Sorghum-sudangrass (left) formed a quick canopy that
was able to shade out summer annual weeds compared with

forage (right).

Use the high end of the seeding rate, Seed-
ing rates are normally given as a range.
{Table 2). Make sureand use the high end
of this range. Even with summerannuals,
rapid canopy closure is critical for reduc-
ing unwanted weed competition.

Plant aftersoilwarms, For summer annual
grasses to germinate and rapidly emerge,
soil temperatures at planting should be at
least 60 degrees Fahrenheit. This should
allow plenty of time to let hay feeding
areas dry out and to get them smoothed
up prior to planting. If there is a delay in
planting the summer annuals after final
tillage, it may be a good idea to do one
more pass of light tillage to disturb any
weed seedlings that may have germinated.

Control broadleaf weeds, Once warm-
season annual grasses are established,
some herbicides can beapplied to control
summer annual broadleaf weeds. [f cool-
season perennials are to follow in the fall,
malke sure and checlk the label for reseed-
ing restrictions prior to application. Al-
ways consult and follow label directions.
For more information on using herbicides
on summer annual grasses, contact your
local Extension agent.

Grazing summer annual grasses. Allow
taller growing summer annuals like
sorghum-sudangrass and pearl millet
to reach a height of 18-24 inches before
grazing and stop grazing at to 8-10
inches. Regrowth can be stimulated be

LIRONE
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Figure 3. Sudangrass and sor-

ghum-sudangrass hybrids rapidly
emerge from the soil and shade

o Y r .
Figure 4. Pearl millet is not
guite asvigorous as sorghum-
sudangrasses.

out summer annual weeds.

applying 40-60 Ib. N/A after each graz-
ing but the last. Crabgrass can be grazed
once it reaches a height of 6 to 8 inches.
Cattle should be pulled off once it has
been grazed to a height of 3 to 4 inches.
Detailed management recommendations
on for individual summer annual species
can be found in AGR-229: Warm-season
Annual Grasses in Kentucky.

Haying summer annual grasses. Allow
taller growing summer annuals to reach
a height of 30 to 40 inches before mowing,
This will optimize yield and forage
quality. If regrowth is desired, do not
mow closer than 6 inches. Apply 40 to
601b. N/A after each cutting, but the last.
Crabgrass should be cut for hay at the late
boot-stage. Care should be taken to not
mow crabgrass closer than 3 to 4 inches.
With the taller, thicker stemmed species,
a crimping mower-conditioner will help
the crop dry to safe baling moistures,
although this may take some time. Ideally,
summer annuals should be conserved as
chopped silage or baleage.

Reseeding cool-season grasses in the fall.
Pastures with summer annuals should
be sprayed with a non-selective herbicide
in late summer to control any remaining
summer annual grass and any weeds that
have germinated. Use a no-till drill to
plant cool-season grasses into the killed
pasture area. More information on forage
establishment can be found in AGR- 64:
Establishing Forage Crops.

Table 2. Seeding rates for commonly plant-
ed summer annual grasses in Kentucky.!

Seeding Rate
Species (Ib/A)
Sorghum-sudangrass 30-40
Sudangrass 15-20
Pearl millet 15-20
Crabgrass 4-6

I Asmall amount of crabgrass, 2-3 [b/A, can be
seeded with the taller growing summer annual
species to fill in thin spots in the stand that
may develop.

Figure 5. Crabgrass is often considered a
weed, but can provide high-quality sum-
mer grazing.

For more information on renovating pas-
tures and no-till seeding techniques visit
UK Forage Extension website at http://
forages.ca.uky.edu/ or contact your local
Extension office.

Educational programs of Kentucky Cooperative Extension serve all people regardless of economic or social status and will not disaiminate on the basis of race, color, ethnic origin,
national origin, creed, religion, political beliel, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, gender expression, pregnancy, marital status, genetic information, age, veteran status, or
physical or mental disability. lssued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Nancy
M. Cox, Director of Cooperative Extension Programs, University of Kentucky College of Agriculture, Food and Environment, Lexington, and Kentucky State University, Frankfort.
Copyright © 2020 for materials developed by University of Kentucky Cooperative Extension. This publication may be reproduced in portions or its entirety for educational or non-
profit purposes only. Permitted users shall give credit to the author(s) and include this copyright notice. Publications are also available on the World Wide Web atwww.ca.uky.edu.
Issued 12-2020
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FARM- FIBER- FINISH

Thinking about starting a fiber operation with sheep? The new KY Wool School class is a great place to
start! KY Wool School is a self-paced, online course designed to help your expand knowledge and use
of value added wool products from your farm. You will learn basic husbandry specific to wool breeds to
processing and marketing techniques and strategies. Downloadable worksheets will be available for
each course as well as many bonus features such as multi-use printable guides and helpful links to

further their learning in fiber. For more information contact the Kentucky Sheep & Goat Development
Office.
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MARKETING
SUMMIT

Virtual

March 13-14

An exciting virtual educational event for agriculture producers selling directly to consumers.

This 2-day evening event is for agriculture producers selling directly to consumers. Sessions will cover
social media tactics, maximizing your marketing resources, hosting farmers market events, improving
customer communication, and more.

The event is co-hosted by the Kentucky Center for Ag and Rural Development (KCARD), Kentucky
Department of Agriculture (KDA), Kentucky Farm Bureau, the Kentucky Horticulture Council, and the
University of Kentucky Department of Agricultural Economics Market Ready Program.

Registration for any single date gives access to both dates.
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Sauteed Vegetables and
Crappie

Ingredients:
1 pound crappie fillets
1 teaspoon Cajun seasoning blend
2 teaspoons olive oil
2 medium yellow summer squash, sliced
1 medium onion, sliced
1/2 teaspoon ground pepper
2 cups broccoli florets
1 lemon

Directions:
Wash hands with warm water and soap, scrubbing for at least 20 seconds, especially after handling
raw fish.Sprinkle fish with Cajun seasoning and set aside.

In a large skillet, heat olive oil on medium heat. Add Squash, onion, and pepper. Saute for 10 minutes,
or until vegetables are just starting to get tender.

Place fish fillets on top of -sauteed vegetables. Cover skillet and cook on medium heat for 10 more
minutes.

Add broccoli florets. Cover and cook for 5 minutes.

Use a thermometer to check that fish has reached 145 degrees in the center of the thickest part and-
flakes easily with a fork.

Cut lemon in half and squeeze juice over fish and vegetables. ' ',
Serve immediately. Refrigerate any leftovers within 2 hours. o

Source: Cook Wild Kentucky Project

230 calories; 9g total fat; 1.Sg saturated fat; Og trans fat; 70mg cholesterol; 200mg sodium; 13g total
carbohydrate; 3g dietary fiber; Sg sugars; Og added sugars; 26g protein; 0% Daily Value of vitamin D;
4% Daily Value of calcium; 6% Daily Value of iron; 15% Daily Value of potassium.



